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This past week saw 
another Red Ribbon 
Week pass in Montgom-
ery County Schools. I 
have often written about 
the dangers of drug use 

and abuse in this col-
umn. That is the prima-
ry purpose of the week, 
to raise awareness of the 
drug issue, in an age-ap-
propriate way, with our 
younger students. The 
old “just say no” cam-
paign from the 1980s is 
still effective for most 
children. That message 
will stick with most of 
them throughout their 
lives. 

It is also important 
to remember the new-
est addition to the Red 
Ribbon Campaign. 

That is the issue of vi-
olence prevention. We 
have seen a spike in 
violence all over the 
country. Violent crimes 
are up, and the number 
of gun deaths contin-
ues to shock the con-
science in our country. 
Unfortunately, it hasn’t 
shocked the conscience 
enough because it con-
tinues to happen. That 
has been a particular 
worry in school systems 
as children lost import-
ant coping skills during 
the pandemic. We have 

seen a rise in students 
using their fists to solve 
problems. That is never 
the answer, and we are 
working hard to rein-
force better means of 
conflict resolution with 
our students. We don’t 
want to see any conflicts 
devolve into violence 
because that is a lose-
lose situation for every-
one involved.

I wish I had the abso-
lute answer to the drug 
problems in our com-
munities and to the is-
sues with violence that 

we see too often tear-
ing families apart. I do 
believe that drugs and 
gun violence are close-
ly interconnected. Los-
ing a young person to 
either a drug overdose 
or a senseless act of vi-
olence is one too many. 
At some point, we have 
to say as a community 
that enough is enough. 
The culture of drugs and 
guns leads to death or 
imprisonment. It is my 
hope that young people 
come to that realization 
sooner rather than later. 

Sometimes that later is 
when it is really too late, 
and families are left 
to pick up the pieces. 
Thank you for your sup-
port of our Red Ribbon 
Week activities. Some 
things we must teach 
are really a matter of 
life and death. This past 
week was certainly one 
of them. 

Dr. Dale Ellis
Superintendent

DOLLAR GENERAL GRANT - Dollar General Literacy Foundation 
Youth Literacy Grants provide funding to schools and local nonprofit 
organizations to help implement or expand literacy programs. This pro-
gram targets below grade level readers, readers with learning disabilities, 
English Language Learners, and students with Individual Education 
Plans. Elizabeth Divine, pictured above, a teacher at Montgomery Learn-
ing Academy, received a grant of $2,000 to put toward a reading literacy 
program. Ms. Divine plans on using these funds for the reading program 
Kurzweil 3000. This program allows non-reading students or students 
with difficulty reading to access the general education curriculum by 
scanning in reading materials that the Kurzweil program will then read 
aloud back to them. This grant money will provide ten subscriptions to 
this program. 

CAMO DAY - Mt. Gilead Elementary students, 
from left to right, Max Vang, Brantley VonCan-
non, Kaden Sweet, Brooklyn Byrd, Zion Leake, 
and Eboni Greene, wore their camouflage so 
drugs can’t find them!

TWIN DAY - East Middle students, Nasya 
Crouch and Jessica Jaimes, showing off their 
matching style for twin day.

TEAM DAY - Layton Loftin, Candor Elemen-
tary student, displays his favorite team on 
“team up” against drugs day. 

RALLY IN RED - Green Ridge Elementary 
students, Madison Kennedy and Zymir Tyson, 
pledge to be drug free. 

BOO TO DRUGS - Troy Elementary Pre-K 
teachers, Carol Smith, Tammie Parsons, and 
Chareta Green say boo to drugs in their Play-
Doh costumes. 

SUPERHERO DAY - Brendan Purser, West 
Middle student, dressed up like Batman. 

THOMAS TIRE & AUTOMOTIVE EXTRA MILE GRANT - Congrat-
ulations to Jan Ray, above left, a teacher at Montgomery Central High 
School, on receiving the Thomas Tire & Automotive Extra Mile grant. 
The grant is awarded to teachers who go the “extra mile” each and every 
day to educate their students. Ms. Ray received $500. The grant money 
will benefit the Timber Cafe to purchase items needed for the coffee shop 
to accommodate the customers’ desires. The next big purchase for the 
Timber Cafe will be a new coffee pot with a frother. This new addition to 
the cafe will allow students to learn to make a better variety of flavored 
beverages with foam for teachers and customers. Also pictured is Riley 
Clark, right, from Thomas Tire.
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At our meeting last 
week, the Board of Ed-
ucation approved the 
use of masks for anoth-
er month. Like many 
things going on in our 
world that I cannot ful-
ly understand, I do not 

know why anything that 
tries to protect public 
health becomes polit-
ically charged. Unfor-
tunately, it does. In my 
research, I have learned 
that the same thing 
happened with the flu 
pandemic in 1918. Al-
though 100 years apart, 
the basic reactions of 
the people involved are 
remarkably similar. The 
more things change, the 
more they stay the same.

I am a rule follower. 
I don’t have a choice. 
I have a contract that 
states I will follow and/
or uphold laws or face 

significant consequenc-
es. That goes for execu-
tive orders and local and 
county ordinances as 
well. If given a choice, 
I do not choose to wear 
a mask most of the time. 
That is why I got the 
vaccine. However, if I 
am in a really crowded 
indoor space or in my 
travels I go to a place 
with a local requirement 
to wear a mask, I will 
respect that order and do 
so. I, like many others, 
look forward to the day 
we do not have to wear 
the mask. Until then, I 
will do what I have to 

do to protect myself and 
others based upon the 
situation. With so many 
unvaccinated as far as 
children in our schools, 
it just makes sense to do 
all we can to protect ev-
eryone.

With this said, the 
vaccine is now available 
for children ages 5-11. 
I encourage all parents 
to seek out the vaccine 
and to have their chil-
dren inoculated against 
the coronavirus. The 
day is approaching that 
we will make the mask 
optional. I have seen no 
appetite from the Board 

of Education to make it 
required for one group 
and not another. So far, 
they have been steadfast 
that everybody should 
wear it, and when the 
time comes, everybody 
should have the option. 
There will be no picking 
and choosing on who is 
required to wear a mask 
unless the Board chang-
es stance on that issue. I 
know some will rejoice 
when that final decision 
to go optional is made, 
and some will look 
upon that decision with 
despair. I will strong-
ly encourage everyone 

with a concern to wear 
a mask when it becomes 
optional.  However, we 
also have to realize, just 
like we did with remote 
learning, that we can-
not just go on forever 
with wearing masks. 
The time is coming up 
very soon when we all 
just have to move on. It 
is time for everyone to 
start preparing for that 
inevitable conclusion. 

Dr. Dale Ellis
Superintendent

November Staff 
Appreciation Winners

Thank you to Badcock Home Furniture &more of Troy 
for sponsoring this month’s winners. 

CLASSIFIED STAFF APPRECIATION WINNER - Congratulations to Mack Gaddy, middle, from 
Troy Elementary, on being named the Classified Staff Appreciation winner. Mr. Gaddy is a custo-
dian and bus driver at Troy Elementary. He takes great pride in making sure the school is a safe, 
clean environment. He is a kind, positive role model for students and is always willing to do whatev-
er is asked. Also pictured is Dr. Dale Ellis, left, and TES Principal Amanda Deaton, right. 

CERTIFIED STAFF APPRECIATION WINNER - Congratulations to Tammy Batten, middle, from 
Troy Elementary, on being named the Certified Staff Appreciation winner. Mrs. Batten is an EC 
teacher at Troy Elementary. She always goes the extra mile for her students providing academic, 
social, emotional, and behavioral support. She is an exceptional educator and a tremendous asset to 
TES. Also pictured is Dr. Dale Ellis, left, and TES Principal Amanda Deaton, right. 

VETERANS DAY FLAGS - The AFJROTC, under the direction of Maj Mark McClay and Sgt 
Ronnie Sova, recently assisted with placing 100 flags at the Montgomery County Courthouse. 
Cadets pictured above include front row: Alexis Jennings, Christine Garner, and Elizabeth Sasser. 
Back row: Carter Griffin, Malachi Byerly, Hailey McLeod, Isaiah McCaskill, Humberto Sanchez, 
and Dennis Qualls. The flags will be on display for two weeks in honor of Montgomery County Vet-
erans.

Page Street Elementary 
3rd-Grade Pumpkin Patch

Mr. Cameron Scott’s Class

Ms. Jennifer Nance’s Class

Mrs. Anissa Lowe’s Class

Page Street Elementary 3rd grade classes recently 
presented a Pumpkin Character Showcase. Each 
student chose a fictional character as the inspira-
tion for their pumpkin design and created a Goo-
gle Slide presentation to share about the character. 

Ms. Kelsie Brigmans’s Class
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I wanted to take this 
space this week to thank 
our awesome teachers 
and students for the hard 
work they are putting 
in. I think anyone you 

talk to will tell you how 
incredibly difficult the 
last year-and-a-half has 
been. No one was par-
ticularly pleased with 
the results we received 
from the state’s test-
ing program last year. 
If nothing else, it was 
proven that a face-to-
face education is always 
going to produce better 
results than any of the 
alternatives. I’ve heard 
it said many times over 
the years that online 
options would eventu-
ally overtake brick and 

mortar schools at some 
point. I think the pan-
demic has proven that 
online, while it may be 
great for some, will not 
provide all that most stu-
dents need. They need a 
teacher and the social 
interaction that comes 
with a high quality, pub-
lic school education. 

I also want to point 
out that teachers are 
working harder than 
ever to get our students 
back on track. The stress 
of staffing shortages has 
not made the work any 

easier. The Board of 
Education is constantly 
telling me, “Make sure 
to tell our teachers that 
we appreciate them and 
we are proud of them!” 
I am here to let you 
know that we cannot do 
that nearly enough as a 
school system or as a 
community. I can see 
the exhaustion in their 
eyes. But I can also see 
the fire. That fire that 
burns to help children. 
After an unprecedented-
ly long summer school 
session, they are still 

working as hard as ever. 
That is what they do, 
and they take great pride 
in that fact. I know it is 
easy to criticize teach-
ing, and we have seen 
an unfortunate rise in 
that criticism over the 
years. However, until 
you have walked a mile 
in those shoes, it is hard 
to know the difficulty 
they have been dealing 
with. They should be 
applauded. If you know 
a teacher, please take a 
moment to thank them. 
Send them a message. 

The work they are doing 
now is more important 
than ever. We should be 
thankful for the teachers 
we have. I also promise 
you the pool to replace 
them is as shallow as it 
has ever been. We can’t 
afford to lose them. And 
it is truly amazing what 
a simple thank you can 
do. They deserve it. 

Dr. Dale Ellis
Superintendent

Kwesi-Kari Fish-
er Roberts is a na-
tive of the beautiful, 
breath-taking island of 
Jamaica. Her teaching 
career started eleven 
years ago. She always 
knew being a teacher 
was her chosen path, 
since her mother was 
a teacher. She started 
primary (elementary) 
school at the age of two 
in first grade. Since she 
was only two, she re-
mained in the first grade 
for four years with no 
Pre-K or kindergarten 
foundation. In sixth 
grade, Ms. Roberts 
learned to read and was 
made fun of by other 
teachers and students. 
Despite these challeng-
es, she became a fluent 
reader and was suc-
cessful in her exit exam 
to seventh grade (high 
school) with hopes and 
dreams of becoming a 
music producer. How-
ever, the teaching pro-
fession continued to be 
her true calling. Thus, at 
the end of high school, 
she attended Moneague 
College to start the 
journey of becoming 
a classroom teacher 
with a major in literacy. 
Ms. Roberts, who now 
teaches at Candor 

Elementary shared, “I 
told myself that if I was 
going to be a teacher, 
I was going to make a 
difference for students 
who are like me and are 
late bloomers that are 
made fun of and have 
low self-esteem. My 
childhood experiences 
led me to realize that 
I will be extra patient, 
empathic, and have a 
drive for students to 
succeed as a teacher. 
After completing three 
years in college, I start-
ed teaching in 2009. I 
went back to upgrade 
my qualifications with 
Northern Caribbean 
University to ensure 

that every student I have 
the pleasure of teaching 
leaves a better person in 
all areas of their lives, 
not just academics.”

Ms. Roberts also 
shared, “I believe all 
students are unique, 
with their own differ-
ences, challenges, and 
successes, so never 
compare them but 
always include them 
all, no matter their 
background, culture, 
or economic status. It’s 
been a change, a culture 
shock, and a wonderful 
experience working 
with MCS. The support 
I receive from my prin-
cipal, colleagues, 

and staff members both 
internationally and 
externally has been 
outstanding. They have 
made my relocation and 
settling in a new coun-
try easier than that of 
many others. I am also 
having the time of my 
life with my babies and 
little family of eighteen 
(my students) as I learn 
the various cultures and 
teach them a little about 
my culture and country. 
They enrolled me in 
Spanish classes during 
recess. Spanish classes 
are hard but fun. The 
classroom is my happy 
place. Being a teacher 
is not a profession; it’s 
who I am.”

Thank you to the Country Bookshop for coordi-
nating the opportunity for Mt. Gilead Elementary 
fifth-grade students and Page Street Elementary 
fourth-grade students to participate in the virtu-
al book tour of Lauren Tarshis, author of the I 
Survived series. Students submitted questions to 
the author before the event. The author shared a 
recorded video for students with specific answers 
to their questions. Then, students reflected on 
the experience sharing one interesting thing they 
learned. Thanks to a generous donation from the 
Rotary Club of Troy to the IAL Grant, all students 
received a copy of Ms. Tarshis’ latest book, I Sur-
vived the Galveston Hurricane, 1900. 

Recently fifth-grad-
ers at Star Elementa-
ry School portrayed 
famous people of 
colonial times in a “wax 
museum.” Students re-
searched famous figures 
from the late 1400s to 
the late 1800s.

The two classes, with 
the assistance of two 
classes of fourth-grad-
ers, chose a famous 
figure of the past who 
played a role in the 
progression of America 
becoming a country, 
then researched and 
wrote about their lives. 

The next step was to 
put their notes on cards 
and memorize the short 
biography. Each student 
created a costume to 
wear based on pic-
tures of their chosen 
person. The students 
then dressed up and 
rehearsed to act and 
talk like that person. 
But first, because the 
concept was a wax 
museum, they had to 
“freeze” as other stu-
dents and teachers came 
in and walked around 
the cafeteria, viewing 
all the “exhibits.” The 

visitors could then press 
a button created by the 
fourth-graders, and just 
like in a wax museum, 
the figures came to life 
and told all about their 
life and times and ac-
complishments as well 
as birthdates and death 
dates.

The wax museum 
figures that students 
chose included Betsy 
Ross portrayed by Josie 
Chandler, Jaylin Sando-
val, and Hadley Hussey, 
George Washington 
portrayed by Malachi 
Green, Jaiden Leyva, 

and Brayden Kenne-
dy, Benjamin Franklin 
portrayed by Zackery 
Sheffield, Coen Poole, 
and Bobby Barton, John 
Jay portrayed by Larry 
Vargas-Oliver and
Ian Auman, John Ad-
ams portrayed by John 
Jimenez Perez, Eliza 
Hamilton portrayed by 
Lily Black, Squanto 
portrayed by Bryson 
Johnson, Capt. John 
Smith portrayed by Mi-
chael Slack, Pocahontas 
portrayed by Phinley 
Hursey, Angelica 
Schuyler portrayed by 

Raine Parsons, Peggy 
Schuyler portrayed by 
Bella Lamonds, Richard 
Montgomery portrayed 
by Cole Maynard, 
Christopher Columbus 
portrayed by Russell 
Morgan, Crazy
Horse portrayed by 
Logan Odom, Thomas 
Hooker portrayed by 
Alan Salazar-Sanchez, 
Thomas Jefferson por-
trayed by Will Ritter, 
Sacagawea portrayed 
by Kimberly Salazar 
Enriquez, Abigail 
Adams portrayed by 
Yaneli Salazar Salazar, 

Biddy Mason portrayed 
by Azarah Capel, Helen 
Keller portrayed by 
Brooklyn Smith, and 
Frida Kahlo portrayed 
by Vivianna Munoz-Al-
dape.

Mrs. Dena Erickson, 
who teaches Social 
Studies for both fourth 
and fifth grades, shared, 
“I wanted the students 
to be the experts, so 
they could answer a 
question if asked, and 
most importantly, teach 
others. After all, we 
learn by doing!”

Star Elementary 5th-Grade Students Host Living Wax Museum

Students Participate in Virtual Book Tour

Mt. Gilead Elementary Students

Page Street Elementary Students
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It was easy for me to 
find the topic for my 
Thanksgiving article 
this week. I am thankful 

for a wonderful Board 
of Education who is fo-
cused on doing what is 
best for our children. 
I am thankful for our 
wonderful employees 
and our students. I am 
thankful for a lot of 
things. And I am truly 
thankful and excited that 
North Carolina has a 
budget for the first time 
in three years. It is not 
a perfect budget. They 
never are. However, 
much work and praise 

need to be expressed to 
our leaders at the state 
level for getting it ac-
complished. Thank you, 
Senator Steve Jarvis 
and Representative Ben 
Moss, for your commit-
ment. While it should be 
a much easier process, 
we sometimes have to 
accept that the world we 
live in is never as easy 
as it used to be. I am 
thankful that our lead-
ers could get along just 
enough to get a budget 

this year. That is a defi-
nite improvement, and 
they deserve our thanks.

There are many good 
parts to the budget. 
State employees will 
receive a much-needed 
and well-deserved 5% 
increase over two years, 
and there are bonus-
es in there for the hard 
work many have done to 
help see us through the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
There are also supple-
ment increases in the 

budget for teachers in 
an attempt to level the 
playing field between 
counties. There is a hold 
harmless provision in 
the budget that was real-
ly needed to help get us 
through the pandemic. 
There is something for 
everyone to like regard-
less of their political 
persuasion. While much 
more needs to be done in 
the future to address the 
current staffing shortag-
es we see, this budget 

is a great start. Without 
a budget over the last 
three years, we could 
not even “get started” 
to fix many of the issues 
facing our state. Now 
we can. Thank you to 
our state legislators for 
getting this important 
job accomplished. For 
that, I am truly thankful.

Dr. Dale Ellis
Superintendent

WE ARE THANKFUL FOR OUR LIT-
TLE TURKEYS - Nikimia Ratliff, above, 
hangs what she is thankful for on the 
board at Page Street Elementary. Through-
out November, all staff members have been 
encouraged to share what they are grateful 
for on the board.

TOM TURKEY’S DISGUISE - Tom Turkey 
is thankful for students’ creativity in Ms. 
Sparks’ and Mrs. Garner’s kindergarten 
class at Green Ridge Elementary, above. 
They each created a disguise for him in hopes 
of preventing him from being on the Thanks-
giving table. 

I GIVE THANKS - Star Elementary stu-
dent, Bryson Cornejo, above, shares, “I am 
thankful for food and my toys.”

GIRLS AS PEARLS - Mt. Gilead Elemen-
tary students, pictured above left to right, 
Emily Byrd, Skylar Quick, Ne’Vaeh Baldwin, 
and Lily Hernandez share they are thankful 
for the earth, family, friends, the Girls As 
Pearls program, and all the volunteers and 
donations that make the program possible. 

GIVE THANKS - Paishency Dumas, 
above, Candor Elementary student, shares, 
“I am thankful for my family.”

SECOND CHANCES - Montgomery Learn-
ing Academy students, pictured above left to 
right, Lilly Blocker, Jamarion Peterkin, and 
Andre Horne, share they are all thankful for 
second chances. 

GIVING THANKSGIVING THANKS

I AM THANKFUL - KenBriya Smith, above, 
East Middle student, shares, “I am thankful 
for my parents.”

FLYING DRONES - Mr. Ryan McDonald, 
above, Drone teacher at West Middle, is 
thankful for his family, friends, dogs, and 
health.

FAMILY - Aaliyah Simmons, above, Troy 
Elementary student, is thankful for her 
family. 

SUPPORTIVE TEACHERS AND 
FRIENDS -  Raena Doutt Bender, above, 
MCEC student, shares, “I’m thankful I 
have the opportunity to get my associate 
degree early at MCEC. The support from 
my teachers and friends really makes me 
try hard to succeed, and I’m lucky to have 
such good people in my life.”
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